SUMMARY OF ZONING DISTRICTS AND OVERLAYS

GENERAL ZONING DISTRICTS: unless within a planned development district, each property in

the City belongs to one of the following zoning districts, which spells out permitted uses and types of
development for all parcels within each district, as summarized below:

RL, RM & RH RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS: Permits single-family detached housing and select types

of supportive, complementary uses that create quiet and comfortable neighborhoods. Development must
be consistent with the character of a residential neighborhood and fit within certain parameters, including:

e RL RESIDENTIAL LOW: 20,000 minimum lot size and 40’ front setback from the street;
e RM RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM: 7,500 minimum lot size and 25’ front setback from the street;
e RH RESIDENTIAL HIGH: 6,000 minimum lot size and 20’ front setback from the street.

RT & RT-6 TOWNHOUSE DISTRICTS: Provides townhouses in both districts, as well as duplexes,
single-family attached, and single-family detached housing in the RT district.

e RT-6: Limited to 6 units per acre; e RT: Limited to 12 units per acre.

RMF MULTIFAMILY DISTRICT: Provides for multifamily housing as well as townhouses, duplexes,

single-family attached, and single-family detached housing. Buildings may be no taller than 3 stories and
35’ or 4 stories and 45’ (where not adjacent to a single-family detached district) with a density limited to 20
units per acre. Permitted uses also include nursing homes, assisted living facilities, congregate living
facilities and select directly related, complementary uses.

CL COMMERCIAL LIMITED DISTRICT: Provides for limited, low intensity office development as a

transitional use between residential and commercial areas with buildings limited to 3 stories and 35’ in
height that may not exceed 17,500 sq. ft. in floor area.

CO COMMERCIAL OFFICE DISTRICT: Provides for offices for business, governmental and

professional uses, and uses accessory or complementary thereto. Buildings may be up to 5 stories and 60’.

CR COMMERCIAL RETAIL DISTRICT: Provides for office and general business and retail

establishments, and uses accessory or complementary thereto. Buildings may be up to 5 stories and 60’.

CU COMMERCIAL URBAN DISTRICT: Provides an urban, mixed use development option for

appropriate parts of the downtown area and sites in the general vicinity of the three key Fairfax Boulevard
intersections: Main Street, Chain Bridge Road, and Old Lee Highway, or as may be more precisely specified
by a current or future adopted plan. Buildings may be up to 5 stories and 60’.

CG COMMERCIAL GENERAL DISTRICT: Provides areas for office, general retail, automobile-

related uses, and uses accessory or complementary thereto. Buildings may be up to 5 stories and 60’.

IL INDUSTRIAL LIGHT DISTRICT: Provides areas for light industrial uses. Buildings may be up to 3

stories and 35’.

IH INDUSTRIAL HEAVY DISTRICT: Provides areas for general industrial uses. Building may be up

to 6 stories and 60’.



PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS AND ZONING OVERLAYS: some

properties are included in planned development districts and/or are governed by regulations that exceed
that of the underlying general zoning district through overlays and other development standards. These
are summarized below:

PD-R, PD-M, PD-C & PD-| PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS: Provides for coordinated
developments and communities with appropriate boundary transitional yards and recreation and open
space. The districts provide additional flexibility not available in general zoning districts and allows for
innovations and special features in site development that make the community better.
e PD-R PLANNED DEVELOPMENT RESIDENTIAL: Allows for permitted/special uses in the R districts;
e PD-M PLANNED DEVELOPMENT MIXED USE: Allows for permitted/special uses in the R and C
districts;
e PD-C PLANNED DEVELOPMENT COMMERCIAL: Allows for permitted/special uses in the C districts;
e PD-I PLANNED DEVELOPMENT INDUSTRIAL: Allows for permitted/special uses in the CG, IL, and IH
districts.

HISTORIC OVERLAY DISTRICTS: Provide additional protection to areas of historic interest in the
City in order to ensure that development or building modifications do not alter or diminish the historic
quality of the district:
e OLD TOWN FAIRFAX HISTORIC DISTRICT: Encourages a compatible mixture of residential, retail and
office uses within the district.
e FAIRFAX PUBLIC SCHOOL HISTORIC DISTRICT: Includes the property containing the Fairfax Museum
& Visitor Center; the district controls uses and structures built on the property.
e BLENHEIM HISTORIC DISTRICT: Includes the property at Historic Blenheim; the district preserves
Blenheim mansion and controls uses and structures built on the property.

e JOHN C. WOOD HOUSE HISTORIC DISTRICT: Includes the former residence of John C. Wood, the
first Mayor of the City of Fairfax; the district prohibits certain uses and structures on the property.

OLD TOWN FAIRFAX TRANSITION OVERLAY DISTRICT: Established to encourage a

compatible mixture of residential, retail and office uses in areas close to the Old Town Fairfax Historic
District. New development must complement the scale, siting and design of the Historic District.

ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL OVERLAY DISTRICT: Includes all land in the city which is located
outside of an historic district and zoned and used for anything other than a single-family detached
residence. This district seeks to encourage the construction of attractive buildings, to protect and promote
the general welfare and to prevent deterioration of the appearance of the city, to make the city more
attractive for the development of business and industry, and to protect land values.

RESOURCE PROTECTION AREA (RPA): Includes land within 100 feet of water bodies that have

perennial flow, as well as other natural features such as wetlands and intermittent streams. The RPA seeks
to protect these waters from significant degradation due to land disturbances.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AREA (RMA): Includes all land in the City that is not part of an RPA.

Land disturbances in the RMA can have cause water quality degradation and diminish the functionality of
RPA lands. Together, the RMA and RPA form the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area, which encompasses all
of the City.

100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN: Includes land subject to inundation by the “100-year flood” as on FEMA
flood maps (a flood that has a 1% chance of occurring each year).



